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3Foreword
Agriculture and the food industry is the

leading indigenous sector of the Irish
economy. More than any other industry, the
benefits of agricultural growth, both economic
and social,are widely dispersed throughout the
country and are of particular importance to rural
communities.

Farmers and their families spend almost €8bn
per year in the Irish economy, both on farm
inputs and services, and on household
expenditure. Most of this money is spent locally,
supporting jobs and enterprise in every town
and parish across Ireland.

As part of our drive for economic recovery, the
Government must support primary production,
improve competitiveness and undertake
meaningful regional development that has a
positive impact on the wider rural economy.

There are many issues of concern to all families
living in the countryside, including access to
infrastructure,the cost of services such as health
and education, security, littering and the cost of
doing business.

IFA Countryside is dedicated to being the
effective voice for rural Ireland by campaigning
on rural issues, providing real cost-saving
benefits and offering valuable support services
for all those who live, work or simply enjoy the
Irish countryside.

Eddie Downey Pat Farrell
IFA Deputy President Chairman
& Countryside Project National Environment &

Team Chairman Rural Affairs Committee



Ireland’s dispersed settlement pattern is unique
by European standards. Our traditional pattern
of homes spread across rural Ireland has created
a living countryside that sustains rural
communities. It ensures that rural depopulation
does not emerge and that a balanced age
profile occurs in the countryside. This in turn
maximises the number of people participating
in education, sports, social activity and
commerce in the local community.

However, families who chose to live in the Irish
countryside encounter many difficulties
including: inflexible planning regulations, the
poor state of rural roads, inadequate
telecommunications infrastructure, and they
share concerns regarding proposed septic tank
inspections and charges.

RURAL PLANNING
The planning system in Ireland continues to be
a significant obstacle for families who wish to
make rural Ireland their home. The stated
objective of the planning appeals body, An Bord
Pleanála, is to refuse more and more applications
for single dwelling family homes in the
countryside. This position is further supported
by the lack of any representation of rural Ireland
on the Board of An Bord Pleanála.

Recommendations:
The Sustainable Rural Housing – Guidelines for
Planning Authorities must be revisited to
favour rural housing and should be put on a
statutory footing.The Guidelines should oblige
local authorities to grant planning permission
for families who wish to live and work in their
local community, and for sons and daughters
of farmers who have an intrinsic link with the
rural area.

An Bord Pleanála needs reform and the
expertise and knowledge of rural dwellers
should be represented on the Board.

RURAL ROADS REPAIR PROGRAMME
Each year, the Department of the Environment
collects over €1bn in road tax which is not
specifically targeted for the repair and
maintenance of the national road network, and
is often diverted away from the repair of rural
roads. Many regional and secondary roads
remain impassable for several months after a
period of severe weather conditions and require
urgent repair.

Recommendation:
The Department of the Environment must
develop a national strategy whereby rural roads
are properly maintained. A top-up of the Road
Improvement Fund must be provided from
motor tax income to address the unacceptable
conditions of rural roads.

COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTUCTURE
A strong entrepreneurial spirit exists in rural
communities, and the many local businesses
starting up in rural Ireland bear testimony to this.
Communications and web access are pivotal to
these enterprises, with networking via the
internet an essential business tool. However,
poor and unreliable broadband access and
inadequate download speeds continue to
hamper the progress of small to medium size
businesses in rural communities.

In addition, the telephone network in rural
Ireland is in need of significant repair, with
broken telephone poles and fallen lines
remaining unrepaired for unacceptably long
periods of time.

The Countryside
– A Place for Living
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Recommendations:
The Department of Communications, Energy
and Natural Resources must develop a strategy
to provide cost-effective broadband access to
every rural home and business. In tandem with
this, the Department must develop a strategy to
increase the download speeds to 10.4Mbps by
2012.

The Government must take action to ensure
that Eircom invests in their rural network and
provides an efficient maintenance service to
rural households. It is essential that, based on
the universal service obligation, the service to
rural Ireland is provided on the same cost basis
as all other areas.

PROPOSED SEPTIC TANK CHARGES
& INSPECTIONS
IFA is strongly opposed to any additional
charges for rural dwellers, who are already
coping with escalating fuel, home heating and
education bills. The Association is seeking the
full implementation of specific proposals on
septic tanks made to the Department of the
Environment, to ensure that 440,000 rural
households do not face additional costs or extra
bureaucracy.

Recommendations:
A risk-based approach to the monitoring of
septic tanks must be introduced to avoid an
army of inspectors plaguing the countryside.
This monitoring must be followed up with
financial assistance to support any upgrade
works.

Where problems with waste water treatment
and disposal are identified, a retrofit scheme
must be introduced, similar to the Warmer
Home Scheme, which provides tax relief and

grant support where improvements to existing
waste water installations are required.

The EPA Code of Practice must be withdrawn
until a workable solution is identified which
allows families to build houses in their local
communities.

A specification for waste water treatment
systems must be introduced that will allow farm
families to live and work in their local
communities. In particular, this must be
addressed in counties Leitrim,Roscommon and
Sligo.

RURAL SECURITY
Rural Ireland remains a relatively safe place in
which to live and work. However, of growing
concern is the nature of the crimes being carried
out and the threat to families from intruders in
the family home.

The existing legislation is inadequate and does
not provide sufficient rights to homeowners to
protect their homes from intruders, when using
reasonable means. It is unacceptable that
families who defend their homes during a
burglary may risk criminal charges.

In recent years, the increase in value of materials
such as copper and other metals has resulted in
a rise in the number of robberies.

The National Crime Council, which was
disbanded in 2008,provided a national forum for
the development of anti-crime strategies and
policies, and worked directly with the
Department of Justice. Today, many rural
security initiatives are delivered by community
groups such as Muintir na Tíre.
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Recommendations:
The Criminal Law (Defence and the Dwelling)
Bill 2010 which was published in July 2010
must be enacted by the Department of Justice
and Equality. This Bill must be strengthened to
allow the use of justifiable force against an
intruder, and the homeowner must not be
liable for any criminal charges in respect of any
injury, loss or damage arising from such force.

The Seniors Alert scheme, which provides
financial support to elderly people for the use of
personal pendant alarms, should be extended
to cover the installation of house alarms.

The Community Alert programme, as operated
by Muintir na Tíre, should be re-invigorated and
the National Crime Council should be
re-established.

The Government must develop a strategy for
monitoring the sale of scrap metal, to ensure
that only legitimate products are traded and to
reduce the theft of metal from farmyards and
out-farms.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
The introduction of increased annual charges
and the route cutbacks in the School Transport
Scheme will directly affect over 125,000
students and their families. These increased
charges and route changes are being
introduced to finance an ineffective system
currently operated by Bus Éireann. The
administration of the service has been
described as complex and fragmented by the
Department of Education’s review group that
investigated the existing school transport
scheme.

Recommendation:
The most cost-effective way to operate the
School Transport Scheme is to allow the private
sector tender for the service. This would provide
competition with Bus Éireann and ensure a
more effective and inexpensive service is offered
to students.

The decision to end the Closed School Rule and
the distance requirement must be reviewed to
allow pupils to attend the most suitable school.

KEEPING RURAL IRELAND MOVING
DURING SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS
The freezing weather conditions during the
winters of 2009 and 2010 were particularly
difficult for all road users and caused hardship
for people commuting to work and school, and
problems in accessing services such as doctors,
pharmacies and shops.

Agencies such as the National Roads Authority,
local authorities and the Department of
Transport endeavour to keep major roads clear
of snow and ice during extreme weather
conditions; however, they also accept they are
not in a position to treat all roads.

Any delays in clearing snow and ice from rural
roads cause added difficulties for rural
communities, and people find themselves
isolated in their homes without access to
services for lengthy periods of time.

Greater co-ordination and co-operation
between farmers, local communities and
Government agencies is required during times
of harsh weather conditions.
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Recommendations:
IFA has developed a specific policy document
which identifies some key measures that
should be introduced to reduce the hardship
on rural communities during prolonged spells
of severe weather. A summary of these
measures, which would provide cost-effective
ways of addressing some of the genuine
difficulties experienced by rural dwellers, are
set out below.

Access to Grit and Salt -
1 Each local authority should designate a

range of civic amenity sites across the county
as points for grit and salt collection;

2 Each local authority should provide a contact
number which rural dwellers can call to
request that grit and salt are left in a specific
location, in instances where it is not possible
to travel to civic amenity sites;

3 Both the designated civic amenity sites and
the contact phone numbers should be
available on the local authority’s website and
placed in an advertisement in local
newspapers.

Clearing of “Black-Spots” in Rural Areas -
1 Local authorities should enlist the services of

farmers on a contract basis in each county,
who are available on request to clear
particular danger spots in rural areas;

2 These farmers can use their machinery and
other equipment made available by the local
authorities, such as snow ploughs, to resolve
the difficulties identified;

3 In addition, these farmers should receive
regular supplies of grit and salt in advance
and during periods of severe weather
conditions.

Indemnification of Farmers who
Grit Roads During Severe Weather -
1 Councils must indemnify all farmers and

community groups who voluntarily clear
roads, school yards and other public areas
during severe weather conditions;

2 Councils must encourage the clearing of
snow and ice from footpaths in front of
commercial businesses and private
households, by clarifying and changing the
law so businesses and individuals will not be
legally liable when clearing the snow.

Access to Public Water Supplies -
1 Local radio stations should be informed of all

restrictions to the supply of water, and an
indicative timeframe of when the supply will
be restored;

2 Notification of water restrictions should be
posted on the local authority’s website;

3 County Councils should provide a recorded
message service, listing the times and areas
of disrupted water supplies.
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Farming and the associated food-related and
inputs sectors remain the most significant

source of employment in rural Ireland today. In
2008 employment from the Irish-food-related
sector, including agriculture was estimated to
be between 287,000 and 308,000 jobs,
accounting for 14%-15% of total employment.

The Irish countryside is also home to many
micro-enterprises which employ less than 10
people, but are highly dependent on finance
from banks, access to supports from LEADER,
as well as the availability of a range of services.
Rural Ireland also has the potential to deliver
new sources of employment in the renewable
energy sector. However, this is highly
dependent on Government policy.

SUPPORTING RURAL ENTERPRISE
The vast majority of rural off-farm businesses are
micro-enterprises, employing 10 people or less.
These businesses struggle with administrative
costs and regulations, which often act as a
disincentive to increasing the number of
employees.

Organisations such as LEADER and County
Enterprise Boards play an important role in
providing advice,mentoring,grants and training.
However, access to finance remains extremely
challenging. In addition, the present impasse
regarding access to LEADER funding for food-
related projects is stifling growth and
development in the sector.

Recommendations:
The proposed Sustaining Jobs Scheme,whereby
a payment of €3,000 is made if a new job
remains in place two years after commencing,
should be increased to €5,000 where total
employment is less than 10 people.

The Code of Conduct for Business Lending to
Small and Medium Enterprises published by the
Financial Regulator in February 2009 must be
replaced by statutory legislation,which compels
banks to lend small to medium enterprises with
legitimate business proposals.

A full review of the LEADER programme must
take place,to ensure the more timely delivery of
funding and the streamlining of the application
procedure. Funding for food-type projects must
also be restored.

IMPROVING RURAL SERVICES
Rural services such as the post office are used by
over 1.7m people every week. Like schools,
community centres, Garda stations and pubs, it
provides an important service and gathering
point. The reduction of these services is
removing a focus point for the local community
and resulting in hundreds of job losses. In
addition, this diminution of rural services is
contributing to isolation, as people no longer
have the opportunity to meet people and
engage with their local communities.

Recommendations:
The current “Value for Money” audit being
carried out by the Department of Education and
Skills must consider the full social cost to rural
communities when services such as schools are
closed, and the cost and inconvenience
associated with driving children longer
distances to schools outside of their local
communities.

The Department of Social Protection must
ensure that they do not cause the closure of
hundreds of rural post offices when deciding on
the awarding of the distribution of social welfare
payments in 2013.

8

The Countryside
– A Place for Working



The Government must establish a cross-
Departmental Rural Forum, to develop and
implement a strategy for the future direction of
the Irish Countryside. This rural forum should
establish realistic employment targets and
address the necessary social and economic
policy to support a vibrant countryside.

RURAL RENEWABLE ENERGY
Ireland is currently one of the most energy
import-dependent countries in Europe,
importing almost 90% of total energy
requirements. The problem of energy security is
compounded by price volatility in our imported
supplies, creating uncertainty for all enterprises.

Rural Ireland is ideally positioned to displace
imported fossil fuels and achieve renewable
energy targets because the country has one of
the best wind resources in Europe. In addition,
biomass has a pivotal role to play, particularly
in the renewable transport, and heating and
cooling sectors.

Ireland’s natural resources are indigenous assets
which should be harnessed to sustain
community-based employment, achieve local
energy needs and encourage economic activity.

Recommendations:
IFA has developed a renewables strategy which
is set out in the policy document Ireland’s Land-
Based Renewables Strategy – An energy policy
for jobs, growth and economic recovery. The
priorities in this strategy document include the
establishment of a Green Energy Unit to
manage the activities of Government
Departments, state agencies and all
stakeholders that have overall responsibility for
the delivery of Ireland’s Renewable Energy
Directive targets. This Unit must be established
from existing resources and expertise.

Government must stimulate the development
of local renewable markets and economic
activity. Policy measures that have
proven successful internationally and in Europe
include renewable energy feed in tariffs,
renewable heat incentive schemes and the
establishment of an obligatory rate of re-
newable usage in all publicly-owned buildings.
It is essential that similar measures are
introduced in Ireland, to capitalise on the
potential from the sector.
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Each year over 8.7 million visitors visit the
island of Ireland. The tourism marketing

body, Tourism Ireland identifies the natural
unspoilt rural environment as one of the main
reasons tourists select Ireland as a holiday
destination. The development of initiatives such
as the Walks Scheme can play a significant role in
job creation and economic recovery.

This Irish countryside is also home to the
thousands of families who enjoy the lifestyle and
sense of community and place that comes with
living in rural Ireland. However, others who use
the countryside for recreational purposes must
ensure that they have adequate insurance cover,
and respect the countryside by not dumping
their litter along road-side ditches and hedges.

COUNTRY PURSUITS
Ireland has a rich heritage of field-sports,
with hunting and shooting taking place
countrywide, except in National Parks, state
sanctuaries and some gun clubs that have no
shooting areas. In addition, the greyhound
industry sustains up to 11,000 jobs, pre-
dominately in rural areas. It is also estimated
that the value of field-sports to the Irish
economy is in excess of €100 million.

While the majority of hunters are farmers or
family members, over one-third of those
involved in hunting are not from a farming
background and are guest users of the
countryside. These guest users may not have a
direct connection with the rural community,
and therefore depend on the goodwill of
local farmers.

Recommendations:
Any further changes to the gun licensing and
application process must be done in

consultation with all stakeholders, including
the Irish Farmers’ Association. The application
process and licensing cost must be reviewed.

Any changes to legislation affecting field-sports
must be introduced following direct discussions
and agreement with all stakeholders, including
the IFA.

All guest users of the countryside must have
adequate insurance, which can be provided by
IFA.

RURAL RECREATION
The future direction of rural tourism must be
focused on the development of activity-based
tourism, which has significant potential to
increase tourist numbers. The development of
the Walks Scheme has increased the number of
recreational tourists, particularly in areas which
are non-traditional tourist areas. Already 40
walks have been developed under the Walks
Scheme with a significant potential for the
number to be increased.

Recommendation:
IFA proposes that the Walks Scheme should be
extended to create a further 40 walks
throughout the country over the next two years.

MAKING THE COUNTRYSIDE LITTER-FREE
The Irish rural environment continues to
improve due to the work of farmers and
community groups. In recent years farmers have
worked with local tourist groups and developed
almost 2,000 km of walkway trails; farmers have
also recycled over 20,000 tonnes of bale warp
and silage covering in 2010, built 3,000 km of
stonewalls and created 10,000 km of new
carbon sequestering hedgerows.
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However, this excellent work continues to be
undermined by the abhorrent practice of fly-
tipping and littering from cars. Passing traffic
(pedestrians and motorists) is the main cause of
all littering in rural areas. Poor detection rates
and increasing landfill charges are major factors
that contribute to increasing levels of rural
littering. In addition the heavy-handed
approach by some local authorities who issue
warning letters to farmers to clean up the mess
left by others in the countryside is unacceptable.

IFA is proactive in tackling the issue of littering
in rural areas and in recent years the Association
has run an awareness campaign called, “The
Countryside is Watching”, to highlight the
problem and encourage rural users to take their
litter home. As part of this campaign IFA has
made seven specific recommendations to
Government that are set out below and aim to
address the problem of littering in the
countryside.

Recommendations:
National Rural Spring Clean Week - During this
week, all County Council environmental
enforcement officers should be available to
collect and clear rubbish along roadside verges,
once notified.

Civic Amenity sites on the outskirts of Towns
and Villages - County Councils must establish a
network of strategically located skips on the
outskirts of all towns and villages,where people
can safely dispose of rubbish rather than litter
the countryside.

Changes to Litter Legislation - The Department
of the Environment must review the anti-litter
legislation, and remove the threat of fines and
prosecutions of farmers on whose lands others
dump litter recklessly.

Communication and Education Campaign -
County Council environmental enforcement
officers must liaise directly with the public to
highlight the problem of rural littering, and
encourage people to take their litter home and
dispose of it correctly; supported by a major
national television, radio and print media
campaign to highlight the issue.

Enforcement of anti-littering Laws - Each County
Council must enforce the anti-littering laws
effectively and encourage the general public to
report offenders.

Dedicated Litter Reporting Line & Website - A
national free-phone litter reporting line and
website should be developed to allow people
to report incidents of littering.

National Litter Action Taskforce - The
Government must immediately establish a task
force made up of representatives from key
stakeholders, including IFA,to tackle this issue at
a national level and ensure delivery by County
Councils.
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The Irish Farmers’ Association
Irish Farm Centre,
Bluebell,
Dublin 12.

Telephone: 01 450 0266
Fax: 01 455 1043
Web: www.ifa.ie




