Inputs Project Team Report

Achievements and Work Done

IFA fertiliser campaign saves farmers millions

Direct intervention by IFAs Inputs Project Team’s in the fertiliser market ensured that over €80 million in savings from falling international fertiliser prices were passed back to farmers this season.

Input price surveys empowered growers to bargain for better prices

The publication of surveys Irish seed grain versus imported UK certified seed prices pulled prices by up to €100/t. Similarly agri-chemical and fertiliser price surveys by the IFA National Grain Committee in the national media forced prices down considerably in 2009.

Farm-to-farm trade increases competition

The success of the farm-to-farm grain promotion has forced the compound feed mills’ to drop feed prices. Many farmers have moved away from cubed and coarse rations to rolled cereal based diets this season 

Feed ingredient price update exposes mill margins

The bi-monthly publication of wholesale feed ingredient prices is forcing down the cost of compound feeds as farmer’s question mill margins

Priorities for 2010

Realigning input costs

The successful fertiliser feed ingredient campaigns will be repeated in 2010.  Ongoing surveys will be published as the season progresses. The IFA team will be collating input prices from other parts of the world to ensure that Irish farmers will be able to source their inputs as close to world price as possible. 

Promotion and development of group purchasing

Substantial cost savings can be achieved through group purchasing and planned deliveries of inputs and services. An increasing number of suppliers are prepared to supply purchasing groups direct where volume orders are involved. Talks are ongoing with a number of manufacturers and distributors to foster direct sales to purchasing groups.

Further development of farm-to-farm trade critical 

The project Team in conjunction with the Grain Committee will continue to vigorously promote and develop farm-to-farm trade as a means of boosting grain growers’ incomes while reducing livestock farmers feed costs for the coming season. 
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