Animal Feedingstuffs Project Team Report

Achievements and Work Done

2009 has proved to be another extremely difficult year for livestock and grain farmers with all the major commodity prices on the floor.

The publication and distribution of feed information leaflets promoting the maximum inclusion of cereals in cattle rations to all IFA members saw a dramatic increase in the volume of grain traded this season. The illustration of practical diets enabled farmers to cut their feed costs substantially.

Numerous meetings have been held with the main feed importers to make sure that prices are kept in line with our competitors in the EU.

Up-to-date feed ingredient price information is posted bimonthly to the IFA and iFarrm websites and distributed at the monthly Executive Council meetings. The publication of these prices has enabled farmers to scrutinise and bargain for keener quotes for compound feeds.

Priorities for 2010

To continue working closely with the Grain Committee and the Inputs Project Team to ensure that the feed supply is shortened and unnecessary costs are removed from the chain.

Together with the Grain Committee promote farm-to-farm trading and encourage the maximum use of native grain.

Maintain relationships with the main mills and importers to guarantee that excessive premiums are not being sought at the expense of feed producers.

Work actively to develop a system that allows livestock farmers to hedge against adverse compound feed and feed ingredient price movements.
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