Sheep Report

PRIORITY MATTERS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

1) Lamb Price/Supplies/Markets

· Lamb prices have come under pressure with the change in sterling.  Factory quotes of €3.40 - €3.45/kg.  Factories paying up to €3.55/kg - €3.60/kg

· Bord Bia report the French price at €3.90 to €4.00/kg including Vat.

· UK price of £3.23/kg which is equivalent to €3.70/kg at an exchange rate of 92p/€1.

· IFA has claimed the factories could pay up to €3.70/kg considering the French market returns and the domestic retail/supermarket trade.

· Lamb prices for week ending September 26th were on a par with last years levels of €3.50 - €3.55/kg.

· Total kill todate (wk 39) is back 106,000 head on last year.  From week 39 the kill was 50,303 compared with 59,872 the same week last year.

· The live trade has eased back with exporters not as active in marts as some weeks ago.

· Store lamb trade has eased back with the drop in lamb prices.  40kg lambs at €65.  General prices ranging from €15 to €27 over.

IFA Action

· Highlight factory price cuts and the impact on the sheep sector.

· Communicate positive message on market returns and tighter supplies.

· Promote live export trade.

· Assist Bord Bia promotions (autumn promotion just completed).

· Apply maximum pressure on factories and retailers to return best prices.

2) €18m Sheep Payment

· IFA has again called on the Minister for Agriculture Brendan Smith to announce full details of the payment arrangements regarding the allocation of the €18m to the sheep sector from unused SFP funds.

3) Sheep E.I.D.

· IFA continue to lobby against Compulsory Electronic Identification of sheep.

· IFA wrote to Commissioner Vassiliou highlighting the following issues

· The problems with EID, particularly in Ireland, UK and Germany

· The unnecessary costs involved with EID

· EID offers no benefits to consumers, producers, marts, processors over our current NSIS (Individual Identification)

· EID imposes significant additional bureaucracy, red tape work and costs

· EID technology is still only developing and not significantly advanced to operate in practice

· The EU allows New Zealand and others import 16m lambs into the EU without any traceability

· EID must be voluntary and not compulsory.

· IFA has also made a detailed Submission to the DAFF on the vital importance of retaining our current number system which allows sequential tagging and recording.  The DAFF has proposed moving to a random number system to facilitate EID which would prevent sequential tagging and reading.

4)
Update on Sheep Breeding


5)
EU meeting with New Zealand and Australia
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