Sheep Report

AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION
1)
Lamb Prices/Numbers and Promotions

· Factory quotes €5.10/€5.20/kg (May 26).

· Paying up to €5.30/kg.

· Supplies tight.  Kill back 128,000 head on last year.

· Strong sterling helping competitiveness. 

· Lamb skin prices higher.

· Concern over retailers misuse of Bord Bia Quality Assurance branding on lamb.    Other retailers have fully embraced the QA concept.

· Additional €500,000 in Bord bia promotional funding for lamb.

· Price promotions in excess at 33% remove value from the sector.

· Live exports expected to be strong again in 2010.

· IFA to maintain maximum pressure on factories and retailers to return strong prices to producers.

2) 
EID/Tagging

· The Department has written to all producers explaining the changes to tagging and the new numbering system.

· In summary:

· Full derogation for lambs to the factory and mart i.e. same tagging system as currently exists.

· Lambs for live export – must be EID.  However, farmer can sell lambs in mart or direct to live exporter and the exporter can have a supply of own number EID and apply prior to export, correlating to original tag.

· Lambs retained for breeding – must be EID if retained for breeding on original farm or purchased and retained using the number of the original farm i.e. one number for life.

· Store lambs – arrangements still not finalised.  IFA proposal to retain current system rejected.  The Department proposing that feeders present and count the number of lambs under 12 months under each flock designator from the original flock.  Further discussions to take place.  

· EID sets of tags costing €1 to €1.30 per paid.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

3)
€18M Sheep Payment
· Well received by sheep farmers based on €10/ewe payment.

· Some issues in hill areas because of ‘not enough land’ and issues in lowland areas with tillage farmers.

4)
€8m Capital Investment 

· Meeting being organised with DAFF to work on detail on application and technicalities.

5)
Sheep 2010

· Sheep open day at UCD Lyons Estate on Saturday June 26th 2010.  

