Rural Development Committee Report

Achievements and Work Done

Farm Waste Management

A major campaign in early 2009 resulted in IFA securing interest payments for monies owed to 17,400 farmers under the 40:40:20 payment schedule for FWM grants.  Payments worth €245m were all made by mid-year.  Also, 3,000 farmers secured their second tranche worth €45m before the end of the year.  Total payout for the year was €290m.

Farm Improvement Scheme

Due to inadequate resources provided for farmers due grant aid for FIS, IFA campaigned for additional funding.  As a result the total allocation was increased from €15m to €30m.  Also the 5,000 farmers locked out of the scheme in 2007 was raised on several occasions with the Government.

REPS

IFA mounted a strong nationwide campaign against the Government’s decision to close the REPS 4 scheme from July 9th.  Also the decision by the Government to reverse the 17% increase secured in the Partnership was also rejected.  As a result of IFAs campaign the Government has now committed to allowing the 30,000 farmers who are in REPS 4 complete their Plan.  In addition all outstanding REPS 3 payments will be paid in 2010.  A new REPS scheme with initial funding of €50m with a maximum payment of €5,000 has been announced.  IFA has strongly stated that this payment level is too low and that additional funding has got to be provided.  The details of the new scheme are currently being worked on and IFA will be having an input to ensure that farmers can easily join the scheme.

Also IFA ensured that all farmers who joined REPS 4 in 2008 were paid.  Initially 2,000 farmers were being thrown out of the scheme but following intensive meetings with the Department this was reversed.

The payout to 63,000 REPS farmers in 2009 was €369m, the highest payment level for the scheme since it was introduced in 1994.

Disadvantaged Areas

IFA campaigned against the cuts in the Disadvantaged Area payments arising from the October 2008 Budget.  Also the threats from the McCarthy Report and the movement of funding within the Rural Development Plan also threatened Disadvantaged Areas.

In the 2010 Budget, the allocation for Disadvantaged Areas of €220m was maintained.

IFA was also involved in discussions with the EU Commission and the Department of Agriculture on the review of the criteria from socio-economic to natural handicap criteria.  The Commission has taken on board IFAs proposals that the wet soils of Ireland are taken into account in protecting the existing areas.  In addition the review has been pushed back to 2014.

Early Retirement Scheme

Following the IFA campaign to deal with hardship cases of farmers who were locked out of ERS following the October 2008 Budget, the scheme was reopened in October 2009 for those farmers.  175 farmers applied and IFA will be pressing that they are processed without further delay.  IFA continue to campaign for hardship cases under the Young Farmers Installation Aid.

Farm Assist

Due to the severe farm income crisis in 2009, IFA highlighted the support that Farm Assist can provide to low-income farmers.  A special Farm Assist calculator was developed on iFarm.  Up to 9,000 farmers are now on Farm Assist with payments now worth around €95m per year.  IFA also secured current income assessment, which was particularly relevant to farmers who saw a significant deterioration in their income during the course of 2009 but where the most recent up to date farm accounts would not reflect this.

Modulated Funds

IFA campaigned that modulated funds would all be spent on farm schemes in amendments to the Rural Development Plan.  The funding is being used for REPS and was topped up by European Economic Recovery Funds.  Unused SFP funds are also being used for the implementation of farm grant schemes, which will be introduced in 2010.

Fodder Aid

As a result of the severe flooding IFA campaigned for a Fodder Scheme mainly in the Shannon and other river areas as well as the South Galway.  €2m was allocated and payments commenced in late December 2009.

Priorities for 2010

REPS

The implementation of a meaningful REPS scheme for the 10,000 farmers who are leaving REPS 3.

FWM

The payment of the second 40% tranche to 14,000 farmers due in January 2010.  Also negotiations to ensure the interest payment is 3.5% to be paid with the final 20% tranche in January 2011.

FIS

The reopening of the scheme for the 5,000 farmers who were locked out in October 2007.

Disadvantaged Areas

Ongoing negotiations on the review of criteria with the EU Commission.

Farm Assist
Ensuring that low-income farmers can avail of this vital scheme.

Rural Social Scheme
Increasing the number of place on the scheme from 2600 up to 4000

CAP REFORM / Rural Development

Ensuring that funding for Rural Development is strengthened in the next CAP reform in discussions with the EU Commission. 
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