CAP Rural Development Monitoring Committee

Achievements and Work Done

This Committee deals with monitoring the implementation of the €7bn. CAP Rural Development Plan 2007 – 2013.  IFAs objective is to ensure that all EU funding is fully used up and that the measures contained in the Plan are fully implemented in line with the agreement reached with the EU Commission in 2007.

Two meetings were held during the course of 2009.

At the first meeting in May the Department introduced the changes to the Plan as a result of the decision by the Government in the October 2008 and April 2009 Budgets to cut Disadvantaged Areas payments, withdraw the 17% increase in REPS payments, suspend early retirement and installation aid.  IFA rejected these amendments to the Plan but the Department who chaired the meetings pointed out that they had to proceed with this move as the Government had made the decision.  IFA objected to the EU Commission that this was a unilateral decision and that there had been no consultation with the farming organisations.

A further meeting in July introduced amendments to the Plan involving the use of modulated and European Economic Recovery Funds with the introduction of various measures including investment schemes and funding for a new agri-environment measure.  At this meeting the Department of Agriculture also announced the suspension of REPS 4 and the movement of €25m from Axis II to Axis I.  IFA strongly resisted this move and withdrew from the meeting in protest.  

Priorities for 2010

· Ensuring that all EU funding allocated in the Rural Development Plan is fully implemented.

· That the EU Commission takes on board IFAs criticism of the changes that the Government had made to the Plan over the previous 12 months.

· That the mid-term review of the Plan allows for greater flexibility in the implementation of measures.
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