Flood Project Team

PRIORITY MATTERS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

· Following the devastating floods of last winter, IFA decided that urgent action was required from the Government to alleviate flooding in many parts of the country but in particular urgent remedial on some of our major river systems.

· On the 17th January last, a public meeting was held in Ballinasloe at which IFA secured a commitment from the Minister for the Office of Public Works, Martin Mansergh that the OPW would be the lead agency in the implementation of the EU Floods Directive.

· At the meeting in Ballinasloe, the IFA President Mr. John Bryan announced IFA was establishing a Floods Project Team and that its first Chairman would be Michael Silke.

· Following on the meeting in Ballinasloe, a number of meetings have been held at which IFA have highlighted the significant issues surrounding flooding.

· On the 3rd March, an IFA delegation accompanied by MEP’s met with the European Commission in Brussels to highlight the devastation caused by flooding in Ireland and also the impact that bodies like the National Parks and Wildlife can have in stopping remedial works that are being carried out.

· It was agreed that the EU Commission would look at this issue. 

· On the 9th March, IFA made a presentation along with other bodies to the Oireachtas Environment Committee on flooding.  At this Committee, Michael Silke highlighted the devastation caused by flooding and called for one lead agency to be established to ensure that remedial works would be immediately carried out.

· On the 21st April, an IFA delegation led by John Bryan met with the Minister Martin Mansergh.  At this meeting, the Minister pointed out that he had the statutory instrument to implement the Floods Directive and it was his intention that it would impact in alleviating flooding in various parts of the country through the intervention of a plan.

· IFA had a meeting of its Project Team on 26th May in Ballinasloe at which the OPW attended.  At this meeting it will be pointed out to OPW the necessary work that are required in each areas.

· Furthermore, each County Executive is writing to their County Councils to ensure that remedial works are carried out on the river systems and their tributaries.

· Specifically in relation to the River Shannon, IFA is calling for the reversal of statutory increase of 0.61m to the lake system on Lough Ree, which was introduced in the 1970’s.

· This has led to a significant increase in flooding over the years on the River Shannon.

· The Project Team will be having ongoing liaison with the OPW to ensure that the works that are carried out are meaningful and that they have an impact on flood alleviation in the future.

· It is also intended to have a meeting of the Project Team in each region over the course of 2010.
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