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Padraig Mulligan 
Chairman, National Liquid 
Milk Committee 
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 Break-

even* 
Basic 

wage** 
Avg indus 

wage*** 
Avg dairy sector 

wage*** 
     

Litres produced 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 
    Liquid - litres 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000 
    Manufacturing - litres 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000 

     
Wage sought € 0 21,000 35,950 40,600 
Profit required in c/litre 0 6 12 13.5 

     
Prod costs on liquid milk - 
c/l 

30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 

Prod costs on manuf 
milk - c/l 

23.0 23.0 23.0 23.0 

     
Liq price needed - c/l 30.0 36.0 42.0 43.5 
Manuf price needed - c/l 23.0 29.0 35.0 36.5 

     
* Break even only covers bare costs, no remuneration for farmer's own labour, no repayments  
** Basic wage = as per Teagasc 5 to 8c/l - 6c/l here  
*** avg industrial (Q3 2009) and dairy sector (2008) wages as per CSO's latest data  

WHAT LIQUID MILK PRICE TO BREAK EVEN OR GENERATE A WAGE?  
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Retail price:
From around 

89c/l
To well over 

€1.00/l

Retail price:
74.5c/l

Farmer price: 30c/l 
(best paying dairies)

Farmer price: 30c/l 
(best paying dairies)
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Up 
to 

70%
of 

retail
price,
59c
to 

70c/l

Up 
to 

60%
of 

retail
price,
44.5c/l

?  Retailer ? 

?  Dairy ? 

40%  Farmer  30 to 34% 
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Wholesale Cream Income From a Litre of Milk
(British Liquid Milk Dairies)
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Compiled by:              Catherine Lascurettes 
                                     Executive Secretary, National Dairy and  
                                     Liquid Milk Committee 
Contact:                       IFA, The Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12 
                                        Telephone: 01 4500266 Fax: 01 455 1043 
Web and email:           www.ifa.ie   catherinelascurettes@ifa.ie 


