Hill Farming Committee Report

Achievements and Work Done

Walks Scheme

The Walks Scheme, which was negotiated, is now being availed of by over 1,300 farmers worth €1.3m in 28 walks throughout the country.  IFA has ensured that the legal rights of farmers are fully protected in the 5-year contract and the Local Authority covers insurance costs.  Attempts by walking organisations to change the laws governing commonages was strongly resisted and resulted in no change on the rights of landowners.

Disadvantaged Areas Minimum Stocking Level

Attempts by the Government to increase the minimum stocking level from 0.15lu to 0.3lu/ha. was resisted by the Hill Committee as up to 4,000 Hill farmers would have been excluded from payments.  As a result there was no change to the 2009 scheme and payments were made.  IFA also rejected the Government’s cut of €1,000 which hit around 8,000 Hill farmers.  This was pursued as part of the IFA campaign on Government cutbacks.

REPS in Hill Areas

The closure of the REPS 4 scheme had a serious impact on Hill farmers who were in REPS 3 and who had completed their Plan.  IFA highlighted the fact that Hill Farmers have severe environmental restrictions imposed on them through destocking and SACs.  The new scheme under discussion will recognise hill and SAC areas as priority and the Hill Committee have argued that the REPS payment levels that farmers in these areas received must be maintained. 

2009 Destocking Payment 

The Hill Committee negotiated a payment of €27.75 for destocked sheep for non-REPS farmers.  Over 100 farmers avail of this payment which was paid out in December 2009.

Upland Sheep Scheme

The Hill Committee were involved with the Sheep Committee in discussions concerning the Upland Sheep Scheme.  The scheme worth up to €7m was paid out to Hill farmers in December 2009.

National Parks 

Attempts by various interests to introduce National Parks on private land in Wicklow and other areas was resisted by the Hill Committee.  Discussions took place with counterparts in Northern Ireland to reject cross border initiatives Geoparks between the Cooley Mountains and the Mourne Mountains. 

Priorities for 2010

· Prioritisation for Hill farmers in a new REPS scheme.

· To reverse cutbacks in Disadvantaged Areas which have impacted greatly on hill areas.

· Improvements to the Upland Sheep Scheme with higher payments.

· Review of commonage framework plans which currently restrict stocking levels on hill areas.

· Changes to the dates in which gorse can be controlled from the 1st March to 15th April.

· Highlighting the marketing requirements for hill sheep in conjunction with the Sheep Committee. 
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