Comhairle na Tuaithe

Achievements and Work Done

Comhairle na Tuaithe was established in 2004 by the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs Eamon O’Cuiv.

The objective of CnaT was to develop a national strategy for leisure use of land and waterways, dealing with conflicts where it exists and bring about a satisfactory resolution and to agree a countryside code between recreational users and landowners.

The representation is broad including tourism bodies, recreational users, relevant departments and farm organisations.  

In the course of 2009 one of the main issues CnaT was the attempt Keep Ireland Open to introduce legislation for open access to land especially hill land.  At a meeting, which involved representation from Wales Scotland and England, IFA successfully convinced the Minister that there was no requirement for legislation and that any access to land would be done by agreement.  As a result the Minister is now introducing a pilot Mountain Access Scheme in two areas – Clonbur, Co. Galway and Carrantouhill, Co. Kerry.

The number of trails under the Walks Scheme is now 28 and up to 1,300 farmers are availing of payments worth €1.33m annually under the 5-year contract.  It is expected that the number of walks next year will be increased by a further 10.

The allocation for rural recreation next is €4.6m.  Funding is provided for up to 12 rural recreation officers who liaise with farmers who are participating in the Walks Scheme and also encourage other farmers to participate.  These officers work through the Leader companies.  

Also a significant number of farmers work on the walks through the Rural Social Scheme, which provides additional income to the farm household.

CnaT is also developing cycle ways mainly along old railway lines.  Farmers are involved in works associated with the development of these cycle ways.

I am satisfied that IFAs input into CnaT is now yielding real benefits to farmers and IFA will be continuing to encourage that the Walks Scheme is promoted as it is proving a vital income support to farmers in peripheral areas.

IFAs participation in CnaT has been vital in ensuring that the rights of farmers are fully protected.  

Priorities for 2010

· The creation of an additional 10 walks which will provide additional income to a further 500 farmers.

· Resisting any attempts to change legislation in governing land access.
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