Mushroom Industry

PRIORITY MATTERS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION
1) Currency Crisis - 

Background

· 83 million Lbs. exported to UK annually

· This equates to 40% of the UK market

· Export 1.6m lbs/week

· 85% of Irish Mushrooms are exported

· 2,500 Irish people employed in the industry

· Perishable product – totally dependent on UK market

· Breakeven exchange rate for Irish growers is at £0.86

· Exchange rate is in excess of £0.91 cents for the last two weeks

2)
Consequences 

· Loss of market in the UK if orders are not filled

· Compost already in the system at various stages of production. Will be a major cost this year. Volumes of straw are being snapped up by livestock feeders. Mushroom producers looking at importing straw from the UK.

· Viability of compost yards and mushrooms units are on the line

3)
Supermarkets
· On going price pressure from all the major retailers is adding to an already depressed market.

4)
Retail Prices

· Pre-packs 250g 

· UK –£0.77
· Irl –  €1.19

· Flats 

· UK - £2.48/kg

· Irl - €4.69/kg

5)
Farm Gate Price
· Pre-packs 250 g 

· UK - £0.50

· Irl - €0.65

· Loose

· UK - £1.69

· Irl - €2.23

6)
Producer Organisations

· The IFA Mushroom Producers Committee comprises of two producer groups - CMP has 65 growers and Dewfresh has 6.

· Both POs qualify for funding under the EU funding for producer groups 2009/2013 and payments are due to be approved - €6m (CMP) and €400,000 (Dewfresh) for 2009. This money is due to be paid in October 2009. 
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