Horticulture Section


Achievements and Work Done

IFA continues its fresh produce co-ordination and constant monitoring of Irish products on supermarket shelves, with much communication between the Fresh Produce Co-ordinator and the supermarket buyers.  

IFA continues to highlight the dominant role of the supermarkets in Ireland, which is driving farmers in the field vegetable industry out of production as a result of decreasing grower returns from the vegetable crops being produced.

Matt Molloy was appointed IFA Development Officer for Potatoes and Fresh Produce representing growers from farm to fork in potatoes, mushrooms and fruit. PJ Jones continues to represent vegetable growers on all issues.

Agreement with packers and merchants to collect on behalf of IFA a new IFA Horticulture Levy system whereby growers pay 0.25% of the farm gate price of their produce.

Over 10,000 acres of field vegetables including carrots, cabbage, cauliflower, swedes, broccoli and celery are produced by 240 specialist Irish farmers, who directly employ 850 people. 

IFA has successfully minimised the importation of fruit and vegetable produce. This has been achieved by monitoring the amounts and location of produce in Ireland and lasing with retail buyers.

IFA continues to provide regular and up to date market information to vegetable and fruit growers.

The IFA / Irish Hardy Nursery Stock Association (IHNSA) held its annual plant fair in Punchestown in February, which is aimed at reducing the importation of nursery stock produce into Ireland. 

IFA continued its promotion of Strawberries through ‘National Strawberry Week’ in conjunction with Bord Bia, which resulted in increased sales and an increase in price to growers.

· Mushroom producers have experienced much turbulence in their markets this year primarily because of currency fluctuations. The UK is the key market for Irish mushrooms, and recent TNS data on the UK retail market shows the following:

· Total mushroom sales worth €330m

· Total volume of sales 114,000 tonnes

· White closed cup prepacked mushrooms have a market share of 50%

· Button mushrooms have a 17% share, value mushrooms 13%, flats 8%, browns 7% and exotics 4% with sliced at 1%

Irish mushrooms supply almost 30% of the total UK mushroom market demand. Any growth in the UK market will benefit Irish mushroom growers. 

The domestic retail market for mushrooms has annual sales valued at €51m.

Priorities for 2010

Predatory Pricing by Supermarkets

Predatory pricing by supermarkets is the single biggest threat to the fresh vegetable and fruit production industry. Supermarkets continue to abuse their dominant market power to hold down the price.  Growers cannot survive in the current environment of the supermarket price war. IFA will continue its campaign and target supermarkets’ use of food as a loss leader and expose the exploitation of producers.   

Currency Crisis 

The depreciation of sterling against the euro in recent months has resulted in crisis in the fresh produce industry primarily in the mushroom industry. Breakeven point for mushroom growers is £0.81.

Promotion of Fruit & Vegetables

IFA is in discussions with Bord Bia on promotion of fresh produce in 2010.

Incredible Edibles

IFA is continuing its support of Agriaware’s school growing competition ‘Incredible Edibles’ for 2010.

Plant Fair

IFA/IHSNA is organising three plant trolley fairs in 2010 at a new venue. The dates for these events are as follows: Tuesday 23 February, Tuesday 23 March and Tuesday 20 April in Ray O’Brien’s Car Showrooms, Newbridge, Co. Kildare.

To continue liaising with all retailers to ensure that Irish vegetable and fruit produce is stocked in preference to imported produce. 
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