BVD – Programme/Implementation Group

1.
BVD Programme Update
Costings

· Scottish Agricultural Colleges have completed the commissioned analysis of the cost of BVD in the national herd. The annual losses are estimated at €100m.

· €55m/year for dairy farmers or €48/cow

· €27m/year for suckler farmers or €30 – 38/cow

· €20m/year for beef farmers

· Total eradication costs over a 6 year period are estimated at €54m

· Costing suckler farmers €31m in total over 6 years

· Costing dairy farmers €23m in total over 6 years

2.
Implementation Group Update
Current key issues 

· Tender process to identify one lab to carry out all testing or use of a number of labs.
· In order to return savings in cost of testing and ensure simplified sample return procedure one lab should be identified

· Availability of test information from ICBF, farmer and AHCS only or farmer, AHCS and vet listed on AHCS 

· Tag tender for 2012 needs to granted by October at latest to allow for development of systems

· 1 tagger must be capable of inserting both tags

· Department support towards incentives necessary to avoid disproportionate level of cost burden for suckler farmers and reduction in costs associated with the programme for all farmers

· IFA has requested a meeting with Minister Coveney to seek support towards the disposal cost of PI’s and grant aid on welfare grounds towards the replacement cost of PI calves removed from the suckler herd amongst other issues.

· Next meeting of the BVD implementation group 25th July.
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