SAC Project Team 

Achievements and Work Done

The SAC Project Team deals with numerous designations across the country covering around 13% of the land area.  The issues vary from habitat to habitat but IFAs primary objective is to firstly appeal the designations and to seek compensations where farming restrictions are imposed. 

SAC Monitoring Committee

As part of the 2004 SAC Agreement the Monitoring Committee to oversee this agreement met on 2 occasions in the course of 2010.  Other meetings on specific issues were held with the National Parks & Wildlife Service and the Department of Agriculture.  

Turf cutting

The inter-departmental report on turf cutting was published by Minister Gormley during the course of the year.  IFA rejected the report as it failed to take on board the strong opposition of farmers and landowners to the imposition of turf cutting restrictions.  

An offer of compensation of €1,000 on 32 raised bogs was offered to those farmers who did not cut turf in 2010.  200 farmers applied mainly in Offaly and Kildare with some smaller nos. in other counties.  IFA campaigned for the continuation for the derogation on all raised bogs.  

A submission was made to the inter-departmental Committee on turf cutting and IFA is seeking the continuation of turf cutting on all designated raised bogs for domestic purposes.  In addition increased compensation is also being sought for farmers who decide to stop turf cutting.

Presentations were also made to the Oireachtas Environment Committee on the turf-cutting issue.

NPWS Farm Plan Scheme

This scheme, which has been in operation for four years, has 658 Plans covering 24,000 hectares of land.  The annual allocation is €5m and the average payment per hectare is €160/hectare.  The average payment per farmer is €8,500 (including the Planner fees).

Due to a lack of funds the scheme is currently closed.  IFA has criticised Minister Gormley for the closure, as the scheme is vital for those farmers where REPS or AEOS is not suitable.

Other Issues

The Project Team were also involved in destocking issues in the Maumturks and Nephin area, discussions on the pearl mussel and also other proposed restrictions on designated sites.

Priorities for 2011

· Ensuring that the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme is adequately funded.

· The SAC Appeals Body works effectively.

· The turf cutting is allowed for domestic purposes on raised bogs and where restrictions apply that a proper relocation must be on offer.

· The compensation payment for turf cutting must be increased from €1,000 to €2,000.

· That there are no turf-cutting restrictions on blanket bog.

· That there are no further designations of SACs.
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