SAC Appeals Advisory Board

Achievements and Work Done

The SAC Appeals Advisory Board was set up in 1998 to hear appeals by landowners of lands designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC).  The remit was extended over time to cover Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).  

The Chairman of the Appeals Board is Sean Duignan (ex Government Press Secretary).  In the course of 2009 a second Chairperson (Ms. Ciana Campbell ex RTE) was appointed, as the volume of appeals is likely to increase in 2010.  The Minister for the Environment John Gormley tried to reduce the farmer landowner representation on the Board and increase the environmental representation.  This was resisted by IFA and the Minister had to back down in his proposal.  IFA was very conscious that there must be no dilution in the farmer interest on the Board. 

In 2009 only 5 appeals were heard.  This compared to 55 in 2008.  The main reason for the reduction was that the volume of appeals reduced but it is expected that the 2010 will increase again.  30 SAC appeals are outstanding and a significant number of SPAs.  On the 5 cases heard 3 were partially successful with some land removed from designation and two cases were unsuccessful based on the scientific evidence produced.

IFA continues to resist the 3-month time period imposed by Minister Gormley by which an appeal must be made following of notification of designation. 

IFA took up a number of cases whereby the notification process was inadequate and succeeded in forcing the Department of the Environment to reissue notification to farmers and landowners.  This was particularly relevant in the Aran Islands and the Kenmare river area.

IFA raised with the Department the constraints that the tight 6-week deadline to lodge environmental reports with the Appeals Panel. 

Priorities for 2010

· To ensure that any farmer who has had land designation imposed on his land is given ample opportunity to appeal the designation.

· That the number of appeals dealt with in 2010 is greater than those dealt with in 2009.

· That the grant of €1,500 to appellants is increased to fully reflect the cost of doing a scientific report.

· That the farmer representation on the Board is fully maintained.
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