SAC Project Team and SAC Committee

Achievements and Work Done

SAC Monitoring Committee

As part of the 2004 SAC Agreement the Monitoring Committee to oversee this agreement met on 3 occasions in the course of 2009.  The Committee involved the IFA, the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Department of Agriculture.  This Committee dealt with very issues concerning designated land throughout the country.

Turf cutting

IFA lobbied the Minister for the Environment for a continuation of turf cutting for 2009 and beyond in the run up to the European and Local Elections.  A further year’s extension was given for the 32 raised bogs mainly in the Midlands and east Connacht areas and IFAs campaigning for the derogation to be extended further.  

A submission was made to the inter-departmental Committee on turf cutting and IFA is seeking the continuation of turf cutting on all designated raised bogs for domestic purposes.  In addition increased compensation is also being sought for farmers who decide to stop turf cutting.

Presentations were also made to the Oireachtas Environment Committee on the turf-cutting issue.

National Parks and Wildlife Compensation Scheme

620 farmers are now participating in the National Parks and Wildlife Farm Plan Scheme, which is the alternative scheme to REPS in designated areas.  This is broken down into 100 farmers in the Owenduff/Nephin area in Mayo and the Maumturks/12 Bens area in Connemara.  Farmers are being paid compensation for destocking of sheep imposed as a result of a European Court of Justice ruling.

The other farm plan schemes are operating in Chough, Shannon Callows, Hen Harriers, Turloughs, Sand Dunes, Eskers and Geese areas in various parts of the country.  It is estimated that the total compensation to farmers is around €4m.  IFA is ensuring that this scheme remains in place particularly with the changes that are arising in relation to REPS.

SAC Appeals

Specific matters in relation to the workings of the SAC Appeals Body were taken up with the NPWS.  The Minister tried to reduce the farmer representation on the Board but this was successfully resisted by IFA.  The members of the SAC Committee also included Sean O’Leary Munster Vice-President, Hill Chairman Neilie O’Leary and Rural Development Chairman Tom Turley.

Priorities for 2010

· Ensuring that the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme is adequately funded.

· The SAC Appeals Body works effectively.

· The turf cutting is allowed for domestic purposes on raised bogs.

· That there are no turf-cutting restrictions on blanket bog.

· That proper notification and appeals process exists.
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