SACs & Turf Cutting Restrictions


1.
Turf Cutting Restrictions

· IFA has rejected the proposal by the Minister for the Environment John Gormley to ban turf cutting in 32 raised bogs this year.  As an interim measure, the Minister proposed the payment of €1,000 for those farmers who did not cut in 2010.  These are mainly in the midland counties i.e. Offaly, Laois and Kildare.
· At a meeting with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, IFA called for turf cutting to be allowed for domestic purposes and that a package of measures be put in place where farmers are restricted. 
2.
Response to Inter-Departmental Report on Turf Cutting on Designated Raised Bogs
· Over the past 9 months, Minister Gormley had set up an inter-departmental report which was launched in May and sough responses by the end of June.  At the meeting with the Department, IFA put forward the following response - 

· IFA reject the inter-department report as it has failed to take on board the strong opposition of farmers and landowners to the imposition of turf-cutting restrictions.

· There is a failure to provide scientific evidence on raised bogs.

· The report fails to provide independent scientific evidence that turf cutting for domestic purposes is damaging to bogs.

· The extension of the turf cutting turf cutting restriction to further bogs in 2012 (23 bogs) and 2015 (75 NHA bogs) is not acceptable again as there is no scientific evidence to show that current turf-cutting is damaging. 

· In the event of the NPWS imposing outright restrictions, the purchase of bogs must be offered to all bog-owners who wish to sell.  

· The early incentive allowance, which was part of the 2004 SAC arrangement, must be re-introduced.

· The €1,000 per annum payment to purchase turf is too low and unacceptable.  This payment should be set at €2,000 and should be paid for a period related to the turf potential of the bog with a minimum of 30 years.

· The interim payment is not acceptable, as it will be deducted from any payment that may be put forward at a later stage.  

· In the case of the provision of alternative bogs, it is important that the turf cutting potential of these bogs are independently evaluated to ensure that there is a like for like swap, including proper infrastructure (roads & drainage).  People should be allowed to continue to cut on designated bogs until the relocated bog is available.

· A relocation cost should be evaluated and paid where there is additional travel and other costs incurred.  A payment level of a minimum of €5,000 should apply. 

· In the case of contractors who lose business as a result of the unavailability of bog to cut in their area, they must be part of a compensation package.  The evaluation of the compensation should be based on loss of income and a lower rate of return on investment in plant and machinery.

· Where alternative domestic heating systems are offered, the capital costs must be 100% paid for and the running cost must also be covered as turf is no longer available to these bog-owners.


1.
Future Funding for Natura Areas

· IFA recently attended a meeting in Brussels to discuss the future funding of Natura areas (SACs, SPAs and NHAs – post 2013).  IFA clearly pointed out to the meeting made up of representatives of DG Environment and other member states that farmers in designated areas must be compensated for restrictions imposed.  While compensation has been a feature of designations since 2007, IFA believe that it needs to be strengthened post 2013 however additional funding over and above what is available in the Rural Development Programme must be made available.

2.
Further Designations

· The National Parks and Wildlife has recently designated some additional areas in some coastal and lake margin areas.  IFA is strongly advising land owners who may be affected to appeal the designation.

3.
SAC Appeals

· The SAC Appeals Board continues to deal with appeals by farmers who want to get their areas out of designation.  IFA has criticised the inclusion of the environmental groups in the appeals process, which questions the independence of the process.

4.
NPWS Farm Plan Scheme

· Recent proposals by the NPWS to row back on compensation agreements in designated areas are unacceptable.  No new applications are being taken on board for Hen Harrier and Chough areas.

· €5m will be spent this year on various farm plans involving around 700 farmers.

· It would appear that as part of Government cutbacks that the NPWS will not take on board additional plans at this stage.

· IFA is taking this matter up. 
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