SAC Project Team 

1.
Turf Cutting
· The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Jimmy Deenihan has proceeded to implement the turf cutting restrictions on 31 raised bogs in 2011.  This will be extended to a further 23 bogs in 2012.
· The compensation on offer is €1,000 for 15 years.
· Alternatively, relocation of bogs is also being offered.
· The Minister has also set up a Peatlands Council which involves IFA, turf contractors and environmental organisations.
· IFA has been critical that the body may be no more than a talking shop and will not resolve the issues. 
· IFA has called for an increase in the compensation level to €2,000 for the lifetime of the bog, relocation and support for alternative heating systems.
2.
Commonages
· At a meeting with Minister Deenihan, in April, IFA secured a commitment that the Commonage Framework Plans would be reviewed.

· This review comes 10 years after the publication of the Commonage Framework Plans and IFA has argued that they are now obsolete.  

· The Minister has agreed that the review will take place and already a meeting has taken place with the National Parks and Wildlife Service to progress this.  

· By September minimum and maximum stocking levels will be established for all commonages and the SAC Project Team and the Hill Committee will be pursuing appropriate payments for farmers.
3.
Review of EU Habitats Directive

· IFA held a meeting in Athlone to look at all of the legal aspects surrounding the Habitats Directive and to plot a way forward.
· Indications suggest that there is not any legal case to be taken against the implementation of the SACs.  
· However IFA is strongly of the view that compensation will always have to apply where restrictions are imposed.
4.
National Parks and Wildlife Farm Plan Scheme

· The Department has indicated that €5m is available for the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme this year.  The scheme is currently closed and IFA is insisting that it must be opened where a farmer is restricted in his farming practices

· The NPWS is vital particularly for farmers who leave REPS 3 and where AEOS does not adequately compensate them.  

· A review of the scheme will take place over the coming months with a view to ensuring that all farmers are compensated where restrictions are imposed.
Padraic Divilly, Chairman                                             
Gerry Gunning, Executive Secretary 


June 1st 2011
AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION 








