BVD/TB

1.
BVD

· Following completion of the consultation process AHI have now established an implementation group to put in place a BVD Eradication programme. 

· IFA have 2 representatives on this group, Tom Phelan, nominated by the dairy committee and Michael Biggins nominated by the livestock committee. 

· The group consists of representatives also from DAFF, both policy and laboratory services, the breed societies, ICOS, ICMSA, AHI and veterinary Ireland.

· The first meeting took place on Monday 16th May.

· Agreement was reached on the following basic characteristics of the BVD eradication programme:

Commencement date:
01/01/2012

Duration:


Minimum possible (provisionally 3 – 5 years)

Geographic Scope:
Republic of Ireland (maintaining close liaison with Northern Ireland)

Herds encompassed:
All bovine herds

Programme nature:
Voluntary 2012, becoming compulsory from 2013 (depending on uptake) 

Programme review:
No later than June 2012

Diagnostic Method:
Tissue Tag (primary) 

· Next meeting of the group scheduled for 13th June.

2.
TB

· The significant reduction in Tb levels recorded in 2010 compared to 2009 is being maintained for the 1st quarter of 2011.

· In 2010 Herd Incidence was down 8.6% to 4.65%, APT was down 9.4% to 2.41 and the number of reactors removed was down 15% or 3594 animals to 20,211.

· The 1st Quarter of 2011 figures when compared with the same period in 2010 show a reduction in Herd Incidence of 29%, APT down 23% and the number of reactors removed down 444 animals or 14% to 2,705 on 2010 figures.

	TB Stats 1st Quarter 2008 - 2011

	Year
	Herd Incidence
	No. of Reactors
	A.P.T.

	2008
	5.36%
	4,152
	3.07

	2009
	4.41%
	4,059
	2.82

	2010
	5.00%
	3,149
	2.55

	2011
	3.55%
	2,705
	1.97


*Source DAFF
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