Tuesday, 23 May, 2017

COMMISSION WELCOMES AGREEMENT ON EFFECTIVE RULES TO RESOLVE DOUBLE
TAXATION PROBLEMS
The Commission has welcomed the agreement reached today by Member States on new
measures to help resolve double taxation problems for all citizens and businesses in the EU.
Proposed by the Commission only seven months ago, the new rules will allow businesses and
citizens to reduce double taxation, one of the biggest obstacles to the functioning of the Single
Market. Double taxation occurs when the same income is taxed by two or more Member
States, creating uncertainty, unnecessary cost and cash-flow problems for taxpayers. The
Dispute Resolution Mechanism is essential for fair taxation: individuals and companies should
pay their fair share of tax but should not have to pay it twice. Pierre Moscovici, Commissioner
for Economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and Customs, said: "Today's agreement extends
the benefits of dispute resolution to all businesses and individuals and will ensure that
taxpayers can benefit from a more reasonable timeframe for their cross-border tax problems to
be sorted out. By agreeing to a mandatory and binding dispute resolution mechanism, Member
States have taken heed of the fully-justified calls by business and individuals to have tax
certainty in the EU." In corporate taxation alone, there are currently around 900 double
taxation disputes in the EU estimated to be worth €10.5 billion in tax revenues. The new rules
will ensure that when income is double taxed, taxpayers will have a clear, quick and definitive
process for resolving the issue, either through agreement by the Member States concerned or
through a decision of an advisory commission. Citizens and small companies will benefit from
an even further simplified procedure. Once the European Parliament has issued its opinion, the
new rules will be formally adopted by the Council and will apply to double taxation disputes
from 1 July 2019.

FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL FISHING: COMMISSION LISTS SAINT VINCENT & THE GRENADINES
AND THE COMOROS AS UNCOOPERATIVE AND WARNS LIBERIA
Today, the European Commission expands the global fight against illegal fishing by listing Saint
Vincent & the Grenadines and the Comoros as uncooperative. Under the EU's rules to fight and
deter illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, defining a country as uncooperative is

tantamount to issuing a red card which effectively bans trade in fisheries products between
the EU and the country identified. A warning, which is tantamount to issuing a yellow card, was
issued for Liberia to encourage necessary reforms in the governance of their fisheries. The
decision to issue a red card for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is due to the failure of the
authorities to control and monitor their long distance fleet. As regards the Comoros,
registration for its fleet is partly outsourced outside the island and most of the Comorian fleet
operates in breach of national law and requirements in the eastern Atlantic. Commissioner for
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Karmenu Vella, commented: “We are showing
our commitment to fight illegal fishing globally. The EU's actions in the past years created an
incentive for states to take their responsibilities seriously, and implement reforms to their
fisheries sector. We do not like to impose sanctions on third countries, but sometimes clear
action is needed. We invite the Comoros and Saint Vincent and Grenadines to seriously step up
their fight against illegal fishing so that we can reverse this decision quickly. Following today's
warning to Liberia we hope their authorities choose to act quickly and correct their
wrongdoings." The global value of IUU fishing is estimated at approximately 10 billion euros
per year, corresponding to at least 15% of world catches. Commissioner Vella will be hosting
an event showcasing the success of the EU's IUU policy at the UN Ocean Conference on 8 June
in New York. A press release and a Q&A are available online.

BATHING WATER: MORE EUROPEAN SITES MEET EXCELLENT QUALITY STANDARDS THAN
EVER BEFORE
The quality of water at the European beaches is improving and is better than ever before. The
annual bathing water quality report, published today by the European Commission and the
European Environment Agency, shows that more than 85% of bathing water sites monitored
across Europe in 2016 met the most stringent ‘excellent' quality standards. Over 96% of
bathing water sites met minimum quality requirements set out under European Union rules.
These sites were mostly free from pollutants harmful to human health and the environment.
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, said: 'The
excellent quality of European Bathing Water sites is not by chance. It is the result of hard work
by dedicated professionals. It shows the importance of nurturing EU policy that promotes green
jobs. This year the European Green Week, 29 May – 2 June, will celebrate this investment.
Water technicians, flood protectors, environmental chemists, waste water managers – all play
an essential role in keeping bathing water quality high'.The annual report confirms a positive
40-year trend of increasingly cleaner water at more than 21 000 beaches and swimming spots
across Europe and gives a good indication where the best sites with the highest water quality
are likely to be found this summer. A press release, an interactive map on the performance of
each bathing site and country reports are available.

AGRICULTURE: THE COMMISSION APPROVES PROTECTED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION FROM
INDONESIA
The Commission has approved the addition of the first product from Indonesia to the quality
register of Protected Geographical Indications (PGI). There are currently 23 geographical
indications originating from 10 third countries registered. These products benefit from the
same protection and market added-value than EU protected products. ‘Kopi Arabika Gayo' is a
coffee from the Arabica species cultivated in the Gayo highlands of Indonesia. Natural and
human influences guarantee the quality reputation of the product. The coffee grows in
conditions of high altitude, humidity and lower light intensity, which results in a slower
maturity process. Producers traditionally use unirrigated land and fertilise organically. This
denomination will be added to the list of over 1,395 products already protected. More
information: webpages on quality products and DOOR databaseo f protected products.
STATEMENT BY EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESIDENT JEAN-CLAUDE JUNCKER FOLLOWING
THE ATTACK IN MANCHESTER
Following the attack in Manchester, European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker
issued a statement saying, "It breaks my heart to think that, once again, terrorism has sought
to instil fear where there should be joy, to sow division where young people and families should
be coming together in celebration. (…) Today we mourn with you. Tomorrow we will work side
by side with you to fight back against those who seek to destroy our way of life." In a letter to
UK Prime Minister Theresa May, President Juncker conveyed his sympathy to the British
people and said: "These cowardly acts only strengthen our commitment to work together to
defeat the perpetrators of such vile acts." The EU flags are flying half-mast today at all
Commission buildings in solidarity with the victims and their families.

COMMISSIONERS AVRAMOPOULOS AND THYSSEN LAUNCH THE INITIATIVE "EMPLOYERS
TOGETHER FOR INTEGRATION"
Today, Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos and
Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility, Marianne Thyssen
delivered opening remarks on the occasion of the launch of the initiative "Employers together
for integration" at the second European Dialogue on Skills and Migration, taking place in the
margins of the European Business Summit. Commissioner Avramopoulos said: "Our initiative
today is about expanding and upscaling the many good examples in Europe that we have on
labour market integration of migrants. There is so much engagement and commitment already
in Europe today by the private sector when it comes to investing in immigrant integration. We
want to build on this, and multiply it all over Europe."Commissioner Thyssen said: "The cost of
non-integration is far greater in the long run than the cost of effective integration policies.
Everyone who is rightfully in the EU should have the opportunity to participate fully in our
economic, cultural and social life. However, we need to keep in mind the specific challenges
that refugees and migrants coming from outside the EU face." All interested companies can
support the initiative and sign up here. The event will be recorded on EbS. The full press

release is available here and the speeches of Commissioners Avramopoulos and Thyssen here
and here respectively.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION HELPS TRANSPORT AID WORKERS AND MEDICAL MATERIAL TO
EBOLA AFFECTED AREAS IN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
As a first measure of support, the European Commission is transporting aid workers and critical
medical material to the affected area in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) which is
facing an outbreak of Ebola. A plane of the Commission's humanitarian aid service 'ECHO
Flight' which can transport staff and equipment of up to 2,500 kg is due to take off from
Kinshasa to Buta this Friday, 26 May. The request for the air logistics assistance came from
UNICEF and was agreed with the DRC Ministry of Health. "It's vital to reach the affected areas
and support early efforts in tackling the latest Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of
Congo. The EU's humanitarian air service will help get specialised personnel and medical
supplies to the northeast of the country. The EU is committed to providing further support and
working closely with the national authorities, the World Health Organisation (WHO) as well as
international medical NGOs and agencies," said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis
Management and EU Ebola Coordinator Christos Stylianides. Planes and helicopters are
needed to reach the affected communities since the outbreak is reported in a remote and hard
to reach area. The European Commission's Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations
department (ECHO) operates a humanitarian air service known as ECHO Flight, operating in
African countries with hubs in Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo and Mali. In 2016, ECHO
Flight transported 27 700 passengers and around 170 tonnes of cargo.

STATE AID: COMMISSION APPROVES REDUCTIONS ON COGENERATION SURCHARGES FOR
ENERGY-INTENSIVE COMPANIES IN GERMANY AND ITALY
The European Commission has approved under EU state aid rules reductions granted to
energy-intensive companies on surcharges to finance support for cogeneration in Germany,
and reductions on surcharges to finance support for cogeneration and renewables in Italy. The
Commission found that both measures further EU energy and climate goals and ensure the
global competitiveness of energy-intensive industries, whilst preserving competition in the EU
Single Market. The Commission found that reductions from cogeneration surcharges could also
be needed to make financing of cogeneration support schemes sustainable, in particular when
the cogeneration surcharge is added to the renewable surcharge .Commissioner Margrethe
Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said: "Cogeneration both produces electricity and
puts to use the heat generated in the process – this efficiency can help us reach Europe's energy
and climate goals. Today's decisions make sure that Member States can design sustainable
financing to support cogeneration, same as for renewable energy. These promote green
policies whilst preserving the competitiveness of companies that are heavily dependent on
energy." A full press release is available online in here

MERGERS: COMMISSION CLEARS THE ACQUISITION OF NINE WIND FARMS IN THE UK BY
MACQUARIE AND USSL
The European Commission has approved under the EU Merger Regulation the acquisition of
joint control by Macquarie Group Limited (Macquarie) of Australia and Universities
Superannuation Scheme Limited (USSL) of the UK, over nine wind farms from UK Green
Investment Bank plc (GIB) also of the UK. The nine wind farms are located off the coast of
England and Wales. Macquarie is a global investment company, banking and financial services
provider with offices in 28 countries in the world. USSL is a corporate trustee responsible for
managing a UK private sector pension scheme for staff in UK universities and other higher
education and research institutions. The Commission concluded that the proposed transaction
would raise no competition concerns as there are very minor overlaps between the companies'
activities. The transaction was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More
information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register
under the case number M.8346.

MERGERS: COMMISSION CLEARS ACQUISITION OF A PART OF SEALED AIR'S BUSINESS BY
BAIN CAPITAL
The European Commission has approved under the EU Merger Regulation the acquisition of
the Diversey care division and the food hygiene and cleaning business within the Food Care
division of Sealed Air Corporation, by funds managed by Bain Capital Investors, L.L.C., both of
the USA. Sealed Air's acquired businesses provide (i) a variety of integrated cleaning solutions
to business customers and (ii) cleaning and equipment solutions that provide automation and
monitoring for food and beverage processors. Bain Capital is a private equity fund that invests
in companies worldwide in many industries. The Commission concluded that the proposed
acquisition would raise no competition concerns because Bain Capital does not control any
company that is active in the same markets, or in markets upstream or downstream from, or
closely related to, markets in which Sealed Air's acquired businesses are active. The transaction
was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information is available on
the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case number
M.8466.

MERGERS: COMMISSION CLEARS ACQUISITION OF TOURICO BY CINVEN AND CPPIB
The European Commission has approved under the EU Merger Regulation the acquisition of
joint control over Travel Holdings Parent Corporation and its subsidiaries ("Tourico") of the
USA, by Fifth Cinven Fund, managed by Cinven Capital Management (V) General Partner
Limited ("Cinven") of the UK, and the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board ("CPPIB") of
Canada. Tourico is a travel-related brokerage company, headquartered in Orlando, Florida.

Cinven is a private equity firm engaged in the provision of investment management and
investment advisory services to a number of investment funds. CPPIB is an investment
management organisation which invests the funds of the Canada Pension Plan. The
Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns
given the companies' moderate combined market positions resulting from the proposed
transaction and the presence of a number of strong players providing hotel intermediation
services in all relevant countries. The transaction was examined under the normal merger
review procedure. More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in
the public case register under the case number M.8408.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VICE-PRESIDENT ŠEFČOVIČ IN LITHUANIA FOR SECOND ENERGY UNION TOUR
On 23-25 May, Vice-President for Energy Union Maroš Šefčovič will travel to Lithuania for the
second Energy Union Tour. The Vice-President will meet Lithuanian President Grybauskaité,
Prime Minister Skvernelis, the Ministers for Energy, Transport and Environment and other
high-level political figures and members of the parliament. Among others discussion will focus
on the Commission's Clean energy for all Europeans package from November last year, the
Energy Union's governance and national energy and climate plans. The synchronisation of the
Baltic States' electricity grid with the continental European network will be an important item
on the agenda. Further topics include the Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) terminal in Klaipeda and its
role in the region. Ahead of the visit, Vice-President Šefčovič said: "Security of energy supply
and internal market functioning are significantly improving in Lithuania. This is a result of the
LNG terminal already functioning in Klaipeda, and the development of electricity links with
Poland and Sweden. The construction of the gas interconnector with Poland will further
contribute to secure supplies. Now, along with the other Baltic States the country needs to
move forward with connecting its electricity grids with European networks”. Upcoming dates
and more information on the 2017 Energy Union tour are available here. More information on
the Energy Union is available here.

COMMISSIONER JOUROVÁ DELIVERS KEYNOTE SPEECH ON THE OCCASION OF EU DAY
AGAINST IMPUNITY
Today, Commissioner Jourová participates in a conference marking the EU Day against
Impunity for serious international crimes (crime of genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes), organised by the Maltese Presidency to the Council of the EU, Eurojust and the
Commission. On the occasion, Commissioner Jourová said: "We have to make sure that justice
is served in cases of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Impunity is not an
option. People who were deprived from their dignity and suffered unimaginable crimes deserve

to see these criminals condemned." The aim of this day is to raise awareness about these
crimes and to improve their prosecution within the EU. While the prosecution of these crimes
lies primarily with Member States and, as a last resort, international tribunals (e.g. the
International Court of Justice), the Commission supports national authorities through the
Eurojust, the Genocide Network hosted by Eurojust, Europol, and the European Judicial
Training Network (EJTN). More information and a video are available online.

OUTREACH TO CITIZENS: LUC VAN DEN BRANDE TO FINALISE HIS REPORT
Mr Luc Van den Brande, Special Adviser of the President Jean-Claude Juncker for the outreach
towards Citizens, has today started a series of discussions with international experts before
presenting his final report later this summer. Appointed in 2015, Luc Van den Brande was given
a mandate that included the preparation of a report on how to strengthen the European
Commission's dialogue with the general public. The report will take stock of the Commission's
communication outreach and synergies with other European and national actors in promoting
dialogue with citizens and will include a number of recommendations. Particular attention will
be devoted to the local and regional dimension of communication.
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