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MPA coverage: 2.1%

Little or no management in place.

IRELAND'S MPAs 2022



MPA coverage: minimum 30%

Highly protected: minimum 10%

Management plans & budget

IRELAND'S MPAs 2030



Marine Protected Areas 
are not a new concept.

Ireland’s closest neighbours have 
designated large parts of  their waters 
as MPAs, MCZs, SACS & SPAs. 





Five species groups were considered in this study.

1. Cetaceans (whales, dolphins & porpoises).

2. Seabirds.

3. Elasmobranchs (sharks, skates, rays & chimaeras).

4. Commercially exploited species.

5. Seabed features.
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The diversity of marine 
habitats in Ireland’s 
waters is astounding.

The are home to a vast 
array of marine life and 
store enormous 
amounts of Carbon (if 
undisturbed). 



The habitats of Ireland’s inshore waters contribute to our high water quality and act as 
breeding, spawning, nursery and refuge sights for our fish and invertebrates. 
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https://emff.marine.ie/search/node/SeaRover



https://emff.marine.ie/search/node/SeaRover



We’ve been out listening too our coastal communities. 



How aquaculture can help restore biodiversity.
Iarfhlaith Connellan, Red Bank Shellfish, Aughnish Bay, Galway. 



We’ve met with all Ireland’s major political parties. 



Marine Protected Area Bill was 
published in December 2022 and is 
currently undergoing pre-
legislative scrutiny by the Joint 
Oireachtais Committee on 
Housing, Local Government & 
Heritage. 

The finalized bill is set to be 
published by July 2023.



Fair Seas has published to useful 
documents relating to the MPA bill 
that can be found at 
www.fairseas.ie/News

1. A White Paper 

2. A Legal Handbook

http://www.fairseas.ie/News


Have you watched our 
community voices videos?

So far we’ve heard from:
- Anglers
- Aquaculturists
- Fishermen
- Seafood producers
- Divers
- Tour boat operators 
- And many more…





Go raibh maith aguibh.

Get monthly 
email updates


