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FAIR SEAS

We are a coalition of Ireland’s leading
environmental non-governmental
organisations (eNGOs) and environmental
networks.

We are calling for 30% of Ireland’s ocean territory to be fully protected by
2030. This is our greatest chance at restoring ocean health and we must
act now.

Fair Seas’ aim is to see Ireland, with a renewed appreciation of the ocean,
become a world leader in marine protection, giving our species, habitats
and coastal communities the opportunity to thrive.
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FAIR SEAS
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FAIR SEAS

IRELAND'S MPAs 2022

MPA coverage: 2.1%

Little or no management in place.
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IRELAND'S MPAs 2030

MPA coverage: minimum 30%

Highly protected: minimum 10%

Management plans & budget
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FAIR SEAS

Marine Protected Areas
are not a new concept.

Ireland’s closest neighbours have
designated large parts of their waters
as MPAs, MCZs, SACS & SPAs.
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Five species groups were considered in this study.

1. Cetaceans (whales, dolphins & porpoises).

2. Seabirds.

3. Elasmobranchs (sharks, skates, rays & chimaeras).

4. Commercially exploited species. [w] =]
[=]

5. Seabed features.
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Seabed Areas of Interest -
offshore
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The diversity of marine
habitats in Ireland’s
waters is astounding.

The are home to a vast
array of marine life and
store enormous

amounts of Carbon (if
undisturbed).
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Infomar Seabed 2020 - EUNIS Seabed Habitat Classifications
[] A3: Infralittoral rock and other hard substrata

[ ] A4: Circalittoral rock and other hard substrata

[ A5.13: Infralittoral coarse sediment

[ 1 A5.14: Circalittoral coarse sediment

[ A5.15: Deep circalittoral coarse sediment

[ A5.23 or A5.24: Infralittoral fine sand or Infralittoral muddy sand
[ ] A5.25 or A5.26: Circalittoral fine sand or Circalittoral muddy sand
I A5.27: Deep circalittoral sand

[ ] A5.33: Infralittoral sandy mud

[ A5.34: Infralittoral fine mud

[] A5.35: Circalittoral sandy mud

[ A5.36: Circalittoral fine mud

[_] A5.37: Deep circalittoral mud

(] A5.43: Infralittoral mixed sediments

[_] A5.44: Circalittoral mixed sediments

[ A5.45: Deep circalittoral mixed sediments

I A6: Deep-sea bed

B A6.11: Deep-sea rock

[ A6.2: Deep-sea mixed substrata
[_] A6.3 Deep-sea sand or A6.4 Deep-sea muddy sand

B A6.5: Deep-sea mud

[ ] A6.72: Seamounts, knolls and banks
[] A6.75: Carbonate mounds

[ Unclassified
]
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INFOMAR, INSS, EMODnet, EMODnet Geology, EMODnet Seabed Habitats, EUSeaMap, Geological Survey Ireland, Marine Institute; GSI,
OceanWise, ESRI, GEBCO, DelLorme, NaturalVue



The habitats of Ireland’s inshore waters contribute to our high water quality and act as
breeding, spawning, nursery and refuge sights for our fish and invertebrates.

Infomar Seabed 2020 - EUNIS Seabed Habitat Classifi
A3: Infralittoral rock and other hard substrata

[ A4: Circalittoral rock and other hard substrata

[ A5.13: Infralittoral coarse sediment

[ A5.14: Circalittoral coarse sediment

[ A5.15: Deep circalittoral coarse sediment

[ A5.23 or A5.24: Infralittoral fine sand or Infralittoral muddy sand
[] A5.25 or A5.26: Circalittoral fine sand or Circalittoral muddy sand
[ A5.27: Deep circalittoral sand

Ab5.33: Infralittoral sandy mud

[ A5.34: Infralittoral fine mud

A5.35: Circalittoral sandy mud

[ A5.36: Circalittoral fine mud

[ A5.37: Deep circalittoral mud

[ A5.43: Infralittoral mixed sediments

[] A5.44: Circalittoral mixed sediments

[ A5.45: Deep circalittoral mixed sediments

I A6: Deep-sea bed

I A6.11: Deep-sea rock

[ A6.2: Deep-sea mixed substrata

[ A6.3 Deep-sea sand or A6.4 Deep-sea muddy sand

[ A6.5: Deep-sea mud

A6.72: Seamounts, knolls and banks

A6.75: Carbonate mounds

[ unclassified
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Ritdlatchireland

protecting birds and biodiversity
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FAIR SEAS

Marine Protected Area Bill was
published in December 2022 and is
currently undergoing pre-
legislative scrutiny by the Joint
Oireachtais Committee on
Housing, Local Government &
Heritage.

The finalized bill is set to be
published by July 2023.

gOV. 1€ Departments  Consultations  Publications  Policies

Languages ~

Publication

General Scheme of Marine
Protected Areas Bill 2022

From Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
Published on 16 December 2022
Last updated on 16 December 2022

On the 13th of December 2022 the government approved the General Scheme
of a Bill to provide for the designation and effective management of Marine
Protected Areas. This general scheme will be referred to the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Housing Local Government and Heritage.

PDF General Scheme of Marine Protected Areas Bill 2022

Download | View

Part of

Policies

Marine

Q




Forthcoming Legislation
www.fairseas.ie/News for Marine Protected
Areas in Ireland.

A White Paper Expanding Ireland’s
Marine Protected Areas.
A Legal Handbook

www.FairSeas.ie
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http://www.fairseas.ie/News

Have you watched our
community voices videos?

So far we’ve heard from:

FAIR SEAS

Anglers

Aquaculturists

Fishermen

Seafood producers

Divers

Tour boat operators
And many more...

@ YouTube °

Home
Shorts

Subscriptions

Library
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Your videos

Watch later
Community Voices

Show more

Subscriptions
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Explore
@ Trending
d Music
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[ Search

VIDEOS

Fair Seas speaks with angler
Richard Kelter in Tralee Bay, Kerry,...

197 views + 7 days ago

Our Marine Biodiversity - Lunchtime
Biodiversity Webinar

99 views * 4 months ago

A Trip to Rockabill Island

114 views + 8 months ago

SHORTS PLAYLISTS

Greater Skellig Coast Hope Spot
with Dr. Sylvia Earle

40/ pYiews * 3 weeks ago

Real Voices, Episode Three with
larfhlaith Connellan

149 views + 4 months ago

A Letter From the Sea by Fair Seas

592 views + 8 months ago

e

COMMUNITY CHANNELS

WE'RE TAKING, GARE OFaxOU

Fair Seas World Ocean Day
Conference 2023

35 views + 3 weeks ago

TOMMY FLAHERTY

16:14

Real Voices, Episode Two with
Tommy Flaherty

203 views + 6 months ago

Fair Seas World Oceans Day Sand
Art

146 views + 8 months ago

Basking Shark Protection in Ireland,
RTE News

239 views + 4 months ago

Webinar: Revitalising Our Seas

153 views + 7 months ago

JOHNBRITTALN
EMWATER Fi5HiNG

Real Voices, Episode One with John
Brittain

320 views + 9 months ago



JUNE 8TH 2023
CORK CITY HALL, IRELAND

Bringing together ocean advocates, government, industry and
key stakeholders to map out the next steps for Marine Protected

Areas (MPAs) in Ireland. Sessions will focus on designation
and management, learning from best practices around the




Get monthly

email updates




