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1. STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF CAP PILLAR 2 
SUPPORTS TO IRISH FARMERS & RURAL AREAS
• CAP Pillar 2 supports have been in place since 2000.

• They span targeted support for young farmers; female 
farmers and vulnerable sectors (ANC; SCEP; SIM); rural 
development (LEADER), agri-environmental (ACRES; 
Organics; EIPs) & Innovation (TAMS; KT) measures.   

• Together, these Pillar 2 supports align very much with 
the EU Commission's stated priorities per their ‘Vision for 
Agriculture & Food’ report:

 »  Supporting Generational Renewal

 »  Fostering Knowledge Transfer & Innovation

 »  Enhancing Sector Competitiveness & Resilience 

 »  Preserving healthy soils, clean water and air

 »  Restoring the EU’s biodiversity 

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF CAP PILLAR 2 SUPPORTS TO IRISH FARMERS & RURAL AREAS 

Pillar 2 supports are core to the economic, environmental and social sustainability of farms and rural areas (both directly & 
indirectly) and must be retained in the next CAP.

PILLAR 2 SUPPORTS 
ARE CORE TO 
THE ECONOMIC, 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND SOCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY OF 
FARMS AND RURAL 
AREAS (BOTH DIRECTLY 
& INDIRECTLY) AND 
MUST BE RETAINED IN 
THE NEXT CAP.

Year: 2024 Family Farm 
Income (FFI)

Pillar 1 
payment

Pillar 2 
payment

Total Direct 
Payments 

(DP)

P1 as % 
FFI

P2 as % 
FFI

DP as % 
FFI

Average €/farm %

Dairying 108,189 17,612 7,027 24,639 16 6 23
Cattle Rearing 13,547 7,741 10,187 17,928 57 75 132
Cattle Other 18,101 8,464 7,223 15,687 47 40 87

Sheep 27,796 13,584 15,027 28,611 49 54 103
Tillage 38,685 20,217 12,203 32,420 52 32 84

All Farms 35,937 11,730 9,701 21,431 33 27 60

1.1 Environmental Sustainability 
Pillar 2 supports have supported huge levels of environmental 
action and investment on farm helping reduce GHG; improve 
water quality & preserve EU biodiversity & habitat  

•  Area of land farmed organically has trebled to 248,000ha 
(>5% of land area) in recent years 

• Fertiliser-related emissions back 30% - reduced N use & 
transition to more sustainable fertilisers.

• Through ACRES: 44,000 Non-Productive Investments 
applied for 

 » 900km of Field Margins created [that’s Dublin to Milan, 
Italy]

 » 6,400km of Watercourses protected [more than twice 
Ireland’s coastline; 17 times the length of the River 
Shannon]

 » 216,000ha of Extensively Grazed Pasture

 » 800,000 native trees planted (more trees than the 
population of Dublin City)

 » 3,800km of Hedges managed [that’s from Dublin to Rome 
(& back!)]

 » 10,300km of Traditional Stone Walls preserved [Dublin to 
New York return (& some!)]

 » 7,600ha of Wild Bird Food planted & 14,000 Barn Owl 
boxes erected

• Soil carbon increased on 67,000ha through the Straw 
Incorporation Measure scheme

• Via TAMS, increased use of Low Emission Slurry Spreading – 
c.80% on dairy farms; c.40% on cattle farms

• Appropriate farmland management & reduced risk of land 
abandonment on 118,000 holdings via ANC receipts

• Genetic & Welfare improvements on 16,000 beef farms and 
19,000 sheep farms through SCEP & SIS.    

(Source: DAFM; Teagasc National Farm Survey)














