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The democratic structure of IFA 
ensures that members of our 
county executives have a say in 
electing our regional chairs.
With a number of critical issues on the horizon for 
Irish farming, it’s very important to have strong 
IFA leadership to represent the interests of farm 
families. 

Two candidates are running for the position of IFA 
Ulster/North Leinster Regional Chair – Maurice 
Brady and Kevin Sweeney.

Inside this IFA Election Special, you’ll find a profile 
of each candidate. 

Both candidates have received equal space 
to outline their priorities and how they will 
represent farmers if elected. 

You will also find information on how the election 
will be conducted and how the vote works. 

Ulster/Nth Leinster Chair Role 
The new Regional Chair will be directly elected 
by the county executives within the region, 
recognising the vital importance of County 
Executive members within the IFA structure. 

The new Regional Chair will have a critical role in: 

•	 Communicating with and supporting County 
Executives between Council meetings; 

•	 Co-ordinating IFA campaigns at a regional 
level; and, 

•	 As a national officer and member of Council, 
dealing with urgent issues arising between 
Council meetings and liaising directly with 
County Executives within the region County 
Executive members to choose new Ulster/Nth 
Leinster Regional Chair 

John Carroll 
IFA National Returning Officer 
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Have your say and VOTE at your County Executive meeting

All members of the seven County Executives in the Ulster/Nth Leinster 
region are entitled to vote by secret ballot. This includes county officers, 
national committees/sections and Council representatives, two Macra 
representatives and up to four delegates per Branch.

Branch delegates will have a strong influence on the result. This is because at each County 
Executive meeting, the delegates’ votes from each Branch will be placed in a branch envelope.  
These branch votes are weighted to reflect the membership of the branch. 

A branch membership of: 

8-25 members 26 -50 members Every extra 25 members or part thereof

= 1 vote = 2 votes = one additional vote

This means a branch with a membership of 60, and with four delegates at the County 
Executive meeting, would have 12 (4x3) weighted votes in the Regional Chair election.   
The election count will be held in the Irish Farm Centre, Tues, 2nd Dec, 2025.

County Executive meetings to elect the Ulster/
North Leinster Regional Chair

County Executive Venue Date

Westmeath Bloomfield Hotel, Mullingar Tues, 11th Nov

Longford Longford Arms Hotel Thu, 13th Nov

Louth O’Connells Clubrooms, Castlebellingham Tue, 18th Nov

Meath Ardboyne Hotel, Navan Wed, 19th Nov

Cavan Kilmore Hotel, Cavan Thu, 20th Nov 

Donegal Clanree  Hotel, Letterkenny Tue, 25th Nov

Monaghan The Four Seasons Hotel, Monaghan Town Thu, 27th Nov

All meetings 8pm. For updates, check www.ifa.ie/UNL25. 

How the vote works ’25


